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    March 2, 2008
Senator Edward M. Augustus, Jr.

State House 

Room 218 

Boston, MA 02133

My name is Stephanie Chalupka, EdD, APRN, BC, CNS, FAA AOHN. I am a professor of public health nursing at the University of Massachusetts Lowell and a researcher in the area of children’s environmental health. I also serve as a member of the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (the MCAAP) Committee on Environmental Health. I am also a constituent. I am writing to express my very strong support of S.1230: An Act Protecting Children from Lead Poisoning.


This important act seeks to protect the children of the Commonwealth from the commonest, most serious and most insidious toxins in our environment. There exists a great deal of current scientific research which demonstrates that there is no safe blood or body level of lead. Once a child has been exposed to lead, the poison is rapidly absorbed, widely distributed, and dangerously stored in that body compartment most critical to child and adult success, the brain. The bodies of children are capable of excreting some of the lead but retains much more. This harmful neurotoxicant then builds up inexorably with each exposure. This lead then leaches out over a lifetime, impairing intelligence, attention, speech, and behavior. Stored lead even poses a risk to the developing fetus during pregnancy thereby putting the next generation at-risk.


The only way to prevent lead poisoning is to remove it from our environment. Each of the five sections of this bill is critically important in this effort, and is thus essential to the health of children in our State. Healthcare providers and environmental health specialists must be empowered to "get the lead out" of every home, every daycare, every school, etc., where children might be exposed to it. Ideally, no dwelling that contains any amount of lead in paint or dust would be rented or sold to an individual who has a child, or where a child might visit. This represents a possible but daunting and long-term effort.


All elements of this Act are critical to insuring that the health of the children of the Commonwealth today and future generations of children. The sooner these regulations are passed, the sooner common-sense, but critically important safeguards for child health can be implemented. Please support Senate Bill 1230 An Act Protecting Children from Lead Poisoning.
Best regards,
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Stephanie Chalupka, EdD, APRN, BC, CNS, FAAOHN

Professor and Director, RN to BS Program

Department of Nursing
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